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June 17, 2019 
 
Dear Willard Parents, 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are in the final days of the 2018 - 2019 school year! Thank 
you for your support in making this a successful school year.  
 
It has been a pleasure watching your child(ren) grow this year, both socially and 
academically. On Tuesday morning, all students will gather together one final time to 
close the school year, celebrate our accomplishments, and also wish our fifth graders 
good luck as they prepare for their transition to middle school. At home, I encourage 
you to take a moment to close out the school year, as well, and help your child(ren) 
reflect on and acknowledge their personal growth. 
 
The Willard teachers and I are particularly proud of the progress our students have 
made as readers. The idea of students not reading in the summer is frightening to 
us!  As educators, we know that "Children who do not read in the summer lose two 
to three months of reading development.” (Allington, 2012). No matter what 
children accomplish during the school year, if they don’t read over the summer, 
their learning stalls or regresses (Cooper, Borman, & Fairchild, 2010). The good 
news: Reading even six books over the summer can maintain a reading level. 
Reading more than ten books can not only maintain but improve their reading 
skills. The key, however, is for students to read about topics of their own interest. 
 
To help keep the momentum of reading growing, Mrs. Diorio and I are trying something 
new. We are opening the Willard Library to students twice this summer - July 16th 
and August 13th from 10 - 12. Please come by with your child(ren) to say hello and 
select a stack of books to read! In addition, please refer to the Willard Library homepage 
for some suggested summer reading. 
 
In other news, I have some staffing changes to share with you. Mrs. Petitt, Willard third 
grade teacher, is pursuing her dream of teaching middle school math. Mrs. Petitt will be 
moving with our fifth graders up to GWMS, where she will teach sixth grade math. We 
wish Mrs. Petitt all the best and thank her for her tremendous service to the staff and 
students of Willard School. With this change, I am recommending Mrs. Sallian Ran to 
teach third grade with us next year. Mrs. Ran taught in Ramsey, NJ and is looking 
forward to joining the Willard Staff.  In addition, I would like to welcome Ms. Kelsey 
Parrasch to the Willard Staff as a fourth grade teacher. Ms. Parrasch comes to us from 
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a school in Edgewater where she taught fourth grade.  With Ms. Parrasch’s arrival, Mr. 
Ong will be moving upstairs to teach 5th grade! Both Ms. Parrasch and Mrs. Ran will 
meet their new students at Step-Up Day on June 20th. We will also say goodbye to Mrs. 
Adele Ellis, Lunch Supervisor and Instructional Aide, as she ends her twenty years at 
Willard School. I know you join me in wishing Mrs. Ellis all the best in her retirement. In 
addition, Special Education teachers, Mrs. Fanos and Ms. Khaloyan and ESL teacher, 
Mr. Cahill, will not be at Willard next year as their support is needed in other Ridgewood 
elementary schools. We will miss them! 
 
It will be a busy summer at Willard with our annual cleaning of every nook and cranny of 
our school. Our biggest project, however, will be the reconstruction of our back field. 
With continued drainage issues, the district has decided to fix the issues once and for 
all! Though this is exciting news, it does mean that the Willard field will be CLOSED this 
summer.  I’m hopeful that our children will find another spot to play, explore and 
imagine. Though hard to find the time between sports and camp, author and play 
expert, Kristi Mraz, recently reminded parents during her visit to Ridgewood, that self-
chosen and self-directed play is critical. Boredom is a healthy state for kids to get in and 
out of - this is where some great play and learning begins!  
 
As always, I encourage the children to write to me over the summer and email me 
pictures of summer play and reading. All pictures will be on display in September. 
Students love seeing these images in the main hallway. 
 
Happy summer, and happy reading and play to all! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Mrs. Caroline Hoffman 
Principal 
 

 


